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From little things big things grow 
 
Luke’s gospel today addresses the age to come. Further on Luke will describe the events at the end 
times. And in 2 weeks we will celebrate our Lord Jesus Christ the King, a celebration of Christ’s 
eternal victory at the end of time. Jesus aligns himself with the Jewish tradition which affirms the 
resurrection – there is life after this one. Belief in the afterlife is as much a struggle for some today 
as it was for the Sadducees and others in Jesus’ time. For example, the New Age concept of cosmic 
unity and Eastern beliefs in the reincarnation witness to our desire for continued life in some form, 
and our struggle with what that might be like. 
 
As baptised Christians we align ourselves with Jesus who teaches resurrection and eternal life 
shared with him in glory. In our creed we affirm our belief that Jesus has died and risen. He has 
gone before us. He has shown us the way and his victory is our sure hope. Our choices today about 
whether we follow Jesus faithfully and live the gospel values by dying to ourselves reveal the extent 
of our own hope in sharing Jesus’ risen life.  
 
The Sadducees puts a question to Jesus in accord with their belief that this life is all there is. And in 
a roundabout way ask Jesus "Whose wife will the woman be?" Isn't that a great question? One of 
their big disagreements with the Pharisees and other groups was over the fairly new notion that 
there would be a personal resurrection after death. They denied this for a number of reasons. Firstly, 
they argued that the resurrection was not attested in Torah. This is why Jesus uses the story about 
Moses and the burning bush as an argument against them. In that story, Jesus meets the Sadducees 
where they are, and argues against them on that basis.  
 
Their second argument is interesting. The Sadducees said that the resurrection didn't make sense.  
They said that you could not think about it clearly, and that you could not understand it well enough 
to merit believing it. This is really what's behind the business with the woman and the seven 
brothers. After all, if the idea of resurrection doesn't let you figure out as simple a point as who is 
married to whom, then there must be something wrong with the whole thing. This is an interesting 
argument for a lot of reasons, because we ask similar questions in the hope of finding some sort of 
answer. We wonder how things would be after life here on earth, whether babies who died as babies 
will still be babies, and whether those who die at a ripe old age will be that great age, and if not, 
what age will they be. In the fourth century St. Augustine worked on this question and came up with 
an answer that satisfied him. He decided that everyone would be 33 -- which was generally thought 
to be Jesus' age at his resurrection. 
 
We also wonder whether we will recognize one another, and – at least in some cases – we wonder 
whether we will want to recognise one another – or at least whether we want to be recognised by 
everyone. Did you ever wonder how many of those seven brothers the woman in the Gospel story 
really wanted to know forever? 
 
Anyway, there are lots of other questions like this around, and we all have them. What's more, these 
are good questions, and it would be really handy to have answers to them. It would be really great 
to have knowledge, real information, about the details, the specifics, of eternal life. This search for 
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answers is both very ancient and completely contemporary. Crystal balls, mediums, books about 
near-death experiences, fortune telling, the new age junk, have all promised this sort of information.  
 
And there is always this drive in us to find the answers. If this is what you want to know pay careful 
attention to what Jesus has to say to the Sadducees when they ask him about the woman with seven 
husbands. And what Jesus has to say to the Sadducees is fascinating. He says that the woman in the 
story is not going to be anybody's wife. He says the question was silly because things will be 
different and people will be different. We will all be like angels and that God would handle things 
very efficiently. 
 
But we know no more about what the resurrected life is like after the Lord's answer than we did 
before. Jesus just isn't telling because he doesn't want us to spend a lot of time asking. God can 
handle it. That's about as much as we are going to get. What is central to our entire understanding of 
the resurrection and of hope is that our hope does not come from knowing whose wife the woman 
will be, neither from knowing all the details. Our hope comes from knowing Jesus, and only from 
him. Our hope comes from our trust in the power and the love of God. Not only do we not know 
any of the details of the life to come, at least not on this side of life’s journey. So, we are called to 
hope, based solely on our trust in God.  
 
We are to remember that when we die, and when those we love die, that God does not die. God's 
love for us, a love that has already carried us through so much, a love that has already been so 
gracious to us – that love does not die. Almost like the superannuation ad – ‘from little things big 
things grow’. The best way to prepare ourselves spiritually for our own death and the life to come is 
to work on trusting God more, and to practice letting go. This doesn't answer the questions of the 
Sadducees or our own questions. We still don't know whose wife she will be, or how old we will be, 
or whom we will recognise. Instead, we are given an opportunity to trust, and we are given a chance 
for hope, for hope that is greater than all of our questions, greater than we can ever imagine. 
 
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. I myself … 
will see him with my own eyes – I, and not another.” Amen. 
 

_____________________________ 


